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Complete details of tie fourth annual contest to select the 1953-54 Federal 
Itduck ~tarnp~~ are contained in a leaflet which is now available from the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, iiashington 25, D. C,, according to an announcement made today by 
Albert M. Day, Service Director. 

This pu3lic contest is open to all interested artists--ama teurs as well as 
professionals . &tries submitted in accordance with contest rules must reach the 
Servicers headquarters office in Yashington on or before January 12, 1953. 

The Migratory Bird Iiunting Stamp--better known as the “duck stamplt--has become 
familiar to all migratory waterfowl hunters and to philatelists and conservation- 
ists throughout +he country since the first issue in the series went on sale in 
1934. Gearly l~ice tne size of a special delivery stamp, it costs $2, and everyone 
over 16 years of age who hunts migratory waterfowl is required to have this stamp 
in his possession, validated by his signature, 

Each year the design used on the duck stamp is chosen by a judging committee 
of waterfowl authorities from amng entries submitted by artists from every part of 
the Gation. 

The winning artist will receive no direct compensation if his desia is 
selected but the distinction is unique and worthwhile. I%rjy of the winning artists 
in former years have been able to capitalize on their designs by selling auto- 
graphed prints; all such projects, however, are subject to the terms of the con- 
tract which the winning artis t signs with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Artists will be given a wide 1atitud.e in the choice of medium--pen and ink, 
oil, watercolor, etching, pencil, etc.--and in their subject. Tne subject, of 
course, must be a true-to-=life portrait of wild waterfowl. Xost of the wi,nning 
entries in previous years were of ducks and geese in action. At any rate, the 
birds should be in position and plumage llas the hunter sees them.” 
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